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• Water

• Air
• Soils

• Biodiversity 
• Landscape

Natural capital provides the 
possibilities and limits of 
human action. It 
influences and is 
influenced by human 
actions.

Natural CapitalNatural Capital



Healthy and sustainable ecosystems with Healthy and sustainable ecosystems with 
multiple community benefitsmultiple community benefits

• Human communities act 
in concert with the 
natural environment

• Reconnection to the 
forest

• The forest provides 
multiple community 
benefits 

• Those with conflicting 
uses of the forest and its 
products seek common 
solutions.



Cultural Cultural 
CapitalCapital

• Cosmovisión
• Ways of knowing
• Food and language
• Ways of being 
• Definition of what can 

be changed Cultural capital determines how 
we see the world, what we take 
for granted, what we value, 
and what things we think 
possible to change.  
Hegemony allows one social 
group to impose its symbols 
and reward system on other 
groups. It can devalue all but 
the financial capital aspects of 
forest community well-being



Cultural Cultural CapitalCapital
• Cultural differences in the 

meaning of forests and 
landscapes are 
recognized and valued. 

• There is recognition that 
the whole community is 
responsible for the health 
of the forest and the 
community.



Human CapitalHuman Capital• Education

• Skills
• Health

• Leadership

The characteristics of 
each individual 
resulting from the 
interaction of nature 
and nurture.  



Human CapitalHuman Capital• Identify the 
motivations and 
abilities of each 
individual to 
improve forest and 
community 
systems 

• Increase the skills 
and health of 
individuals

• Recombine the 
skills and 
motivation of the 
community to have 
more impact. 



Social CapitalSocial Capital

• Mutual trust

• Reciprocity 
• Groups 

• Collective identity
• Sense of a shared 

future

• Working together

.

The interactions among 
individuals that occur with 
a degree of frequency & 
comfort.  Bonding social 
capital consists of 
interactions within a 
specific group and bridging 
social capital consists of 
interactions among social 
groups.



Bridging
+

-

Bonding
- +

Clientelism
Community decisions based 
on what outsiders from 
market, state, or civil society  
offer, building power of local 
elites and service providers.

Progressive Participation
Community decides priorities 
based on the common good. 

Extreme individualism
Wealthy invest for themselves; 
poor excluded from access to 
community capitals.

Strong Boundaries
Particularistic internal 
investment. When your kin are in 
office, you get the potholes 
fixed.  No outside 
communication or trust. 

Social Capital TypologySocial Capital Typology



Improved regional initiative, Improved regional initiative, 
responsibility, and responsibility, and 

adaptabilityadaptability
• Shared vision of the 

forest and community 
• Building first on 

internal resources
• Looking for alternative 

ways to respond to 
constant changes

• Loss of  the victim 
mentality

• Loss of cargo cult 
mentality



Political Political 
CapitalCapital

• Organization 

• Connections
• Voice

• Power

Political capital is the ability of a 
group to influence standards, 
regulations and enforcement of 
those regulations that determine 
the distribution of resources and 
the ways they are used.



Political  Political  
CapitalCapital : : 

Increased voice Increased voice 
and influenceand influence

• Organized groups work together to 
improve natural capital. 

• Local people know and feel comfortable 
around powerful people. 

• Local concerns are part of the agenda in 
the regulation and distribution of 
resources related to forest and land use.



FinanciaFinancia
l Capitall Capital

• Saving
• Income generation
• Business earnings
• Payment for 

environmental 
services

• Loans and credit
• Investments
• Taxes
• Tax exemptions
• User fees
• Gifts/philanthropy

Residents of resilient forest 
communities generate 
financial capital.  Resilient 
forest communities have 
highly efficient businesses 
and affordable housing. 



Appropriately diverse Appropriately diverse 
and healthy economyand healthy economy• Reduced 

poverty
• Increased 

efficiency

• Increased 
economic 
diversity

• Increased 
assets of 
those who 
live in the 
community



Built Built 
CapitalCapital

• Sewers

• Water systems
• Fences for streams

• Water treatment
plants

• Electronic 
communication

The technology and 
equipment for forest 
communities. 
Infrastructure investments 
are often necessary to 
increase community 
resiliency. Information 
technology can help 
coordinated action for 
resilient forest 
communities



BUILT BUILT 
CAPITALCAPITAL

Physical infrastructure 
that enhances other 
community capitals 
because
– It serves multiple 

users
– It can be locally 

maintained and 
improved

– It links local people 
together equitably

– It links local people, 
institutions and 
businesses to the 
outside



Spiraling down:  the progressive Spiraling down:  the progressive 
loss of capitalsloss of capitals

Loss of financial capital

Decrease in political capital
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Loss of natural capital

Decrease in human capital
(migration y education)

Decrease in social capital 

Loss of cultural capital

Deterioration of built capital



Spiraling up: Resilient Spiraling up: Resilient forectforect
communitiescommunities

.

S
piraling up

Increase in human capital

Improvement of built capital

Increase in social capital

Improvement in natural capital

Increase in political capital

Increase in financial capital

Increase in cultural capital
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