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A national collaboration of federal, 

state, local, corporate, non-profit 

and academic interests



Our Mission
To promote sustainability of our nationôs resources 

through é

ÁEvaluation of information

ÁDevelopment & use of indicators

ÁTargeting of research

ÁEngagement of people & partners



Our Vision

! ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
resources support the integrity of 
economic, social and ecological 
systems and enhance the capacity 
of these systems to benefit people 
and nature



Outreach

ÁMore than 400 active participants from federal, 
state and local governments; corporations; 
nonprofits and academia

ÁMeetings in California; Colorado; Maryland;
Michigan; Minnesota; Virginia; Washington, D.C. 

ÁPublications and conference presentations

Á2005 Preliminary Report 
http://acwi.gov/swrr/Rpt_Pubs/prelim_rpt/index.ht
ml

Á2009 SWRR Report

http://acwi.gov/swrr/Rpt_Pubs/prelim_rpt/index.html
http://acwi.gov/swrr/Rpt_Pubs/prelim_rpt/index.html
http://acwi.gov/swrr/Rpt_Pubs/prelim_rpt/index.html


Principles of Water Sustainability

1. The value & limits of water

People need to understand the value and 
appreciate the limits of water resources 
and the risks to people and ecosystems 
of unbounded water and land use



Principles of Water Sustainability

2. Shared responsibility

Because water does 
not respect political 
boundaries, its 
management requires 
shared consideration 
of the needs of people 
and ecosystems up -
and downstream and 
throughout the 
hydrologic cycle



Principles of Water Sustainability

3. Equitable access

Sustainability 
suggests fair and 
equitable access to 
water, water 
dependent resources 
and related 
infrastructure



Principles of Water Sustainability

4. Stewardship

Managing water to 
achieve sustainability 
challenges us while 
meeting todayôs 
needs to address the 
implications of our 
decisions on future 
generations and the 
ecosystems upon 
which they will rely
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Capital and System Capacities

·Capital is the capacity to produce 
value over time

·Environmental, social and economic 
systems produce value through 
flows of services, experiences, or 
goods that meet human and 
ecosystem needs over time

·We achieve sustainability by 
maintaining capital to meet needs
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Indicators

Measures that present 

trends information 

relevant to water 

sustainability in a readily 

understandable way



Factors

·Condition & capacity of ecological, social and 
economic systems
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·Appropriate time horizons and scale
·Information integrity
·Understandability


