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Describe the context and contents of the DRAFT 
National Report on Sustainable Forests--2010
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Background for Sustainability Reporting 
and the 2010 Report

Sustainability Reporting Milestones in the 1990s
The Earth Summit UN Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) June 1992.

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ 
formed by Executive Order 12852 (July 1993), identified 
frameworks for tracking sustainable development & 
experimental set of 40 indicators

The Santiago Declaration (1995)

The Montreal Process
7 Criteria and 64 indicators for forest sustainability 
(ecological, social, economic)

Focused on temperate and boreal forests

12 countries, 90 percent of worlds temperate and boreal 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ όсл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎύ
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Reporting for 2010

The draft National Report is the pinnacle of 
information

For each indicator, a separate supporting technical 
document is being prepared with more details

Partner Reports
Several companion reports are anticipated

Tropical US forests

Community resiliency

Importance of forests to people

hǘƘŜǊǎ Χ

Web site
Under development to expand the data availability

Focusing on sub-national geospatial scales
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General Description of Report

Close to thirty Forest Service scientists, technical 
staff, and outside collaborators contributed to the 
report

The report is 222 pages.  More than 150 pages are 
used to report information on each of the 7 criteria 
and 64 criteria and indicators

Additional chapters provide context, interpretation, 
examples of other applications of C&I, and policy 
implications
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Table of Contents for the DRAFT Report

Chapter 1:  Introduction
Context for the report

Chapter 2:  Presentation of Criteria and Indicators
150 pages containing 64 indicator reports

Chapter 3:  Summary of Significant Conditions and 
Trends

Narrative summary highlighting key findings

Chapter 4:  Broadening and Deepening 
Commitments to Sustainability

Examples of application of sustainability C&I in different 
settings and spatial scales

Chapter 5:  Call to Action
Policy implications of results 
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Chapter 2. Sample Indicator Brief
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Summary of Conditions and Trends 
Across all Criteria

In spite of local or regional degradation and loss of forest land, 
the gross quantity of forests in the United States remains 
relatively stable

Quality, however, is another question

And disturbance is a particular concern

Our forests resources are continuing to grow and change 
according to the dynamics of growth and disturbance

Likewise our relationship to the forest, the ways in which we 
impact it, our values and concerns regarding it, and the ways in 
which we measure and understand it are also evolving

The devil is in the details (each indicator has a story to tell)
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Key Questions for Moving Forward

Balance between two core functions of report

LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ όάƧǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎέύ

{ȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ όάŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΚέύ

Strategies for better communicating the large amount of 
information in the document

Organization of document

Visual display strategies

Summary products

Review of key assertions in document

Summary highlights in chapter 3

Assumptions and policy issues identified in chapter 5

This is a draft document, and the review process will be an integral 
part of the final (not just a rubber stamp)



Slide 10 of 23
10 March 2009 

The Review Process

This is a draft document, and the review process will be 
an integral part of the final (not just a rubber stamp)

4 month public comment period, ending April 10th

Two one and one-half day open public workshops

WestτDenver CO, February 4-5, 2009

EastτAthens GA, February 24-25, 2009

On-line comment submissions

Linked to website with 2010 Draft and 2003 Report

Solicited Comments from 

Any non-Forest Service person or organization

Internal Forest Service units and people
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Where to Get Copies & Send Comments

DRAFT report is on the web at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/2010SustainabilityReport

Comments welcomed via:

Email:    2010SustainabilityReport@fs.fed.us

FAX:       703-605-5131,   Attn:  2010 Sustainability Report

Mail:      USDA Forest Service

Attn:  Quantitative Sciences Staff; Guy Robertson

1621 North Kent Street, RPC-4

Arlington, VA 22209

Questions about the Comment Process or Report:

703-605-4188

http://www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/2010SustainabilityReport
mailto:2010SustainabilityReport@fs.fed.us
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Thank You for Listening

Questions?


